
Publishing is predominantly about 
partnerships and teamwork and 
here at ACER Press we pride 

ourselves on the great relationships we 
have – both within the Press itself and 
with our authors. 

As authors, you are the ones who do 
the original research, generate the ideas, 
compile the data and produce the text. 
You work diligently at answering editorial 
queries, checking proofs and helping in the 
promotion of your publication – all while 
holding down day jobs! As an ACER Press 
author, you deserve a huge pat on the 
back.

And, to work alongside you, we have an 
amazingly talented and experienced team 
here at the Press. Indeed, I am indebted 
to Ralph Saubern, my predecessor and 
now General Manager of the Press, for 
providing such a great group of people to 
work with. 

Expanding horizons

This has already been a big year for ACER 
Press. Early in the year we acquired the 
Unicom business with its range of special 
needs products, and took on distribution 
and marketing of the Friendly Schools 
and Families anti-bullying program. Ralph 
has moved up, I’ve moved in. Australian 

distribution has been reinvigorated, we’re 
looking at new overseas distribution 
opportunities in New Zealand and Europe 
and, importantly, we’re expanding our 
publishing program into new areas. 

The first stage has been publication of the 
brand new Action series of primary-level 
literacy and numeracy resource materials.  
Consisting of teachers’ guides, student 
workbooks and twenty colourful stimulus 
booklets, we are confident that this 
superbly produced series will truly fulfil 
the ACER motto of Improving Learning in 
schools throughout Australia.

In addition, and at the other end of the 
learning spectrum, we’re gradually moving 
into the higher education area, with books 
like Doctorates Downunder and Stepping 
Stones: A guide for mature-aged students 
at university. These sit alongside ACER’s 
overall initiative to improve its presence in 
the higher education sector.

Finally

We hope you like and appreciate ACER 
Press Author News. We also hope it 
prompts you to keep in touch with us and 
inspires you to think about new ideas for 
publications. Don’t forget – we’re always 
interested in proposals for new books and 
assessment products.

ACER Press
				     Author News
Keeping you in the loop

Welcome to the first issue of the brand new ACER Press Author News. 
We’re planning to publish this newsletter at least twice a year to keep 
our growing band of esteemed authors up-to-date with developments at 
the Press and our plans for the future. This issue starts with a few words 
from our new Publishing Manager, Andrew Watson.
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ACER 
Author 

Discount 
As a valued ACER Press 
Author you are entitled 
to a 30% discount on 
any other ACER Press 
books.* 

To browse the variety 
of ACER Press titles in 
our online bookshop 
log on to 

<http://shop.acer.edu.au>

Then simply call our 
friendly customer 
service team on 
1800 338 402 or  
(03) 9835 7447 to 
ensure you receive your 
30% discount. 
*Offer valid for personal use only.



Marie Neale is the 
creator and author of 
the highly respected 

Neale Analysis of Reading Ability, 
first published by ACER in 
1959. She is a psychologist 
and educator whose academic 
research and teaching are 
inspired by a passion for the 
rights of children and youth to 
optimise social and educational 
experiences to cultivate skills 
and particular talents.

Her voluntary services as an 
honorary psychologist, over 
several decades, have been 
directed to children in special 
centres, clinics and hospitals. 
Her academic work, teaching 
and research were accompanied 
by action research projects, 
laying the groundwork for the 
education of children who were 
excluded from school on the 
grounds of severe intellectual 
and physical disability.

As the first woman in Australia 
to be appointed to a university 
Chair of Education, Marie Neale 
pioneered appropriate programs 
for children with special needs 
and/or special talents. Within 
experimental settings, she 
developed multi-disciplinary 
programs to stimulate and 
enrich the senses, motor skills 
and language expression of 
children. 

Her concern for quality of 
teaching in schools led to 
the establishment of the 
first university degree in 
Special Education at Monash 
University, and the building of 
a research and service facility, 
the Krongold Centre for 
Exceptional Children.

ACER Press is proud to have 
Marie Neale as its longest-
serving author.

Getting the word out

To boldly go where no 
ACER Press product 
has gone before . . . Well, 

perhaps our books are not 
quite in the same league as the 
USS Enterprise, but we are doing 
our best to get them out and 
about.

In fact, we are delighted to 
announce that the Press has 
formed a partnership with 
a major Australian book 
distributor that will see our 
publications being stocked and 
sold by an increasing number of 
retail booksellers throughout 
the whole country.

The arrangement with 
UNIREPS, a specialist academic 
and general sales, marketing 
and distribution agency based in 
Sydney, came into effect at the 
beginning of this year and has 
already generated greater sales 
and exposure of ACER Press 
products to the general public.

An experienced team of 
UNIREPS representatives handle 
sales into bookshops, library 
suppliers, wholesalers and book 
clubs on a monthly call cycle 
and their marketing department 
supplies product details and 
sales kits to booksellers, as 
well as information to various 
Australian and international 
bibliographic databases. 

From a large distribution 
centre in the Sydney suburb of 
Randwick, UNIREPS regularly 
consolidates air and sea 
shipments to and from the 
many worldwide agencies it 
represents in Australia. Each 
month the centre supplies 
more than 1500 bookselling and 
library customers around the 
nation.

To boldly go? Today, Australia, 
tomorrow . . . is there a 
bookshop on Mars?

New Titles
Great new books from ACER Press  

available at special author prices
 Jousting for the New Generation

By David Loader

‘Learning is not some 
technical task . . . we need to be 
encouraged to explore what 
is inside us, what we feel as 
well as what we think, where 
we have come from, as well as 
where we wish to go.’

 In this new collection of 
essays, David Loader addresses 
a range of contemporary 
issues in education, and 
encourages critical dialogue 
about prevailing educational 

cultures. These ‘jousts’ are challenges to the status quo, written 
to encourage verbal repartee, argument and counter-argument. 

David Loader is a highly respected former school principal, 
known for fresh thinking and innovative approaches to schooling. 

RRP $34.95   ACER Author Price $24.45
Release: August 2007

Sustainable Futures
Edited by Margaret Robertson

Sustainable Futures provides 
a cross-cultural approach 
to sustainable development 
issues in developing countries. 
The result of extraordinary 
collaboration between ten 
scientists from around the 
world, the book looks at 
how to educate the next 
generation of young people 
in developing nations about 
environmental issues. The 
emphasis is on capacity building 
of young people through the 

development of local networks. Sustainable Futures covers cross-
cultural understanding, environmental issues and sustainable 
lifestyles, and is a valuable resource for teachers and students in 
schools and higher education institutions.

Margaret Robertson is Professor of Education and Associate 
Dean of Research at La Trobe University, Melbourne. 

RRP $34.95   ACER Author Price $24.45
Release: September 2007
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Are you moving? 
Don’t forget to update your contact details with us. 
Send your new details to Elisa Webb at <webb@acer.edu.au>

Recent releases 

Supervising Doctorates 
Downunder 
Carey Denholm & Terry Evans (Eds.) 
RRP $44.95

The Millennial Adolescent 
Nahn Bahr & Donna Pendergast 
RRP $49.95

Grammar for Everyone 
Barbara Dykes 
RRP $34.95

DOCTORATESDOWNUNDER

Edited by Carey Denholm and Terry Evans

       K E Y S  T O Effective 
    Supervision
               I N  A U S T R A L I A  &  N E W  Z E A L A N D

Foreword by Hon Dr Barry Jones AO

SUPERVISING

Barbara
Dykes

Practical tools for learning and teaching grammar

EdLiveWire
This quarterly bulletin aims to inform 
and stimulate your thinking both in and 
out of the classroom. EdLiveWire is a 
complimentary electronic newsletter 
designed to keep education professionals 
up to date with the latest product 
releases and research information from 
ACER.

HRLiveWire
Whether your interest is in recruitment 
and selection, career management or 
organisational development, ACER 
will have what you’re looking for in 
this bi-monthly e-newsletter. Relevant 
conferences, highly recommended 
resources and new releases are key 
features of this e-newsletter. 

PsychLiveWire
Psychologists from all fields will find this 
bi-monthly e-newlsetter of interest, 
featuring best-selling products from our 
extensive range of assessment tools 
and books. Whether your interest is 
in the field of adult or child behaviour 
assessment, counselling or neurological 
assessment, PsychLiveWire has 
something for you.

Marketing LiveWires

Conferences and professional development days

The Marketing team at ACER Press are always keen to promote your book or 
assessment as widely as possible. To help us achieve this, we need you to stay 
in touch and inform us of any conferences and workshops you are attending. 

ACER Marketing can provide flyers, posters and more for the active promotion of 
your book or assessment.

Call Melissa Sieradzki on (03) 9805 0121 
or email <sieradzki@acer.edu.au>
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ACER LiveWires help keep you up to date with specialised information in the areas 
of Education, Psychology and Human Resources. Bursting with contemporary and 
interesting information on relevant products and events, these are e-newsletters  
you won’t want to miss.

To sign up for any of these 
newsletters, simply go to 

 
<http://mailinglist.acer.edu.au>

Group think
If there was a collective noun for a group 
of ACER Press authors, what would it be? 
A gaggle? A texting? Or perhaps simply an 
enigma?  What do you think?   
A free copy of David Loader’s brand new 
Jousting for the New Generation will be 
awarded for the best suggestion. 
Submit your entry to Elisa Webb at 
<webb@acer.edu.au>

Only the best 
We like to think that staff at ACER Press 
are the best at what they do. Just to 
prove the point,  Amanda Pinches, one 
of our hard-working Project Editors 
has taken out the 2007 prize for best 
business student of the year in the RMIT 
University Graduate Diploma in Editing 
and Publishing. 
Well done Amanda!


