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Sample College
ACER SCHOOL LIFE QUESTIONNAIRE - Report

What students think of their schools is a frequent topic of conversation among students
themselves, among students and their families and among teachers. “How’s school” is the
start of many discussions and evokes a range of responses. Beyond a role as a conversation
starter based on a shared experience there are several reasons why students’ views of, and
attitudes to, their schools are important. Firstly, students spend a significant part of their lives
in schools and what they experience in that time is of importance in itself. Secondly,
students’ attitudes to school are important because they relate to (but are not necessarily the
same as) many affective and enduring purposes of schooling. Thirdly attitudes to school are
important because they are presumed to influence student learning.

PURPOSE

The ACER School Life Questionnaire is intended for use in surveys of schools, for school
reviews and school evaluations. It was developed to assist in the examination of outcomes of
schooling that are different from the more usual school outcome measures, such as student
achievement. It would enable an examination of important outcomes such as attitudes towards
school in general, towards learning, towards teachers and towards other students. Information
on these kinds of “affective’ variables can complement the more usual measures of outcomes
and be useful in a variety of contexts.

The instrument enables users to collect and access information when:
e looking at the social environments of schools
e thinking about the aims of schools and particular emphases and ethos

e exploring the extent to which the aims of a school are recognised (and accepted) by
students

e examining the organisational structures of a school and their impact on student
experiences

e making judgements about the (effectiveness of) policies concerned with curriculum,
teaching practices, assessment, programs and organisation

¢ identifying pointers to action or to areas of concern at the school or subunit level

These issues are ones which schools are having to address more directly than in earlier times.
As accountability becomes more explicitly required by school communities and by society in
general, effectiveness and innovation and change need to be supplied and monitored. The
School Life Questionnaire can assist in the decisions to be made by schools.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The ACER School Life Questionnaire has been used in a series of studies in different contexts
over more than a decade. The results of these studies have enabled the instrument to be
developed and its properties to be established through replicated results. The School Life
questionnaire was initially developed for use in secondary schools. Its form for secondary
schools consists of 40 statements about school to which students are asked to indicate their
level of agreement on a four-point Likert scale from strongly agree to strongly disagree. The
items encompass a number of different aspects of school life and form clusters or scales. It
distinguishes general feelings of well being (positive affect), general negative feelings
(negative affect), and feelings related to specific aspects of school life.
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The general aspects of school life are:

e General Satisfaction (or Positive Affect) reflects favourable feelings about school as
whole. A typical item is My school is a place where | really like to go each day.

e Negative Affect which refers to negative feelings about school and is typified by an item
such as My school is a place where | feel worried.

The five specific aspects of schooling embodied are:

e Teachers which refers to a feeling about the adequacy of the interaction between teachers
and students. A typical item is My school is a place where teachers take a personal
interest in helping me with my school work.

e Relevance (previously called opportunity) which represents a belief in the relevance of
schooling for the future. A typical item is My school is a place where the things | am
taught are worthwhile learning.

e Success (sometimes called achievement) which reflects a sense of confidence in ones
ability to be successful in school work. A typical item is My school is a place where |
always achieve a satisfactory standard in my work.

e Status which indicates the relative degree of prestige accorded to the individual by
significant others within the school. A typical item is My school is a place where | know
people think a lot of me.

e Social Integration (previously called identity) which is concerned with a sense of
learning about other people and getting along with other people. A typical item is My
school is a place where I get on well with other students in my class.

REPORTING ITEM RESPONSES

The response key for each item is a four-point Likert scale and student responses are scored
from 1 for definitely disagree to 4 for definitely agree. One way of reporting student
responses is to record the percentages of students responding in each of these categories to
each item. This provides a complete picture of the data provided by students.

However, it is often important to summarise student responses as part of a process of
representing and analysing data. One method of summarising students’ responses is in terms
of the percentage agreement (combining percentage “Mostly agree” and percentage
“Definitely agree”) with an item. An alternative is to report the mean response, on a scale
from one to four, for each item. For example, on the item “my school is a place where | really
get involved in my school work” the following responses were obtained from Year 8 at
Sample College:

definitely disagree 0.0%
mostly disagree 4.2%
mostly agree 59.7%
definitely agree 36.1%

This could be summarised as:
a percentage agreement of 95.8 per cent [= 59.7+ 36.1], or as
amean rating of 3.32[=0.0x 1+ 0.042 x 2 + 0.597 x 3 +0.361 x 4 ].
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The percentage agreement is probably more readily interpreted although the mean better
represents the information available.

DATA - THE SURVEY

The Questionnaires were administered to a total of 361 students from Sample College, 65 in
Year 7, 72 in Year 8, 82 in Year 9, 78 in Year 10 and 64 students in Yearll at the Sample
College in 2007. Questionnaires were then subjected to further analysis. Table 1 displays
student population according to year level and gender.

Table 1 The sample population
Year Total Female Male Unknown
Year 7 65 30 35
Year 8 72 43 29
Year 9 82 56 26
Year 10 78 47 31
Year 11 64 20 44
Total 361 196 165

OVERALL RESULTS FOR THE YEAR
Student Responses to Each Item

Detailed results on all items of the Questionnaire for Year 7 to Year 11 are shown in the
tables in Appendix A.

Summary Statistics: Average Percentage Agreement

One statistic used to summarise the responses to a group of items that make up a scale is the
average percentage agreement. For example, on the five items on the General Satisfaction
scale, the percentage agreement figures were 91.4, 79.4, 77.2, 65.4 and 63.9. These could be
represented as an average percentage agreement of 75.5 percent on the General Satisfaction
items (See
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Appendix A Table Al). A summary score such as this can provide a more convenient means
of interpretation.

The average percentage agreement scores for the General Satisfaction item and for the other
six scales across the year levels are shown in Table 2 and diagrammatically in Figure 1.

Table 2 Students’ Views on Aspects of School Life — Students at Sample College
ALL  Year7 Year8 Year9 Yearl0 Yearll

General

Satisfaction 75.5 92.6 75.9 65.1 68.6 78.9
Teachers 80.4 93.5 78.3 70.7 79.0 83.3
Relevance 83.7 95.7 85.8 77.6 80.7 80.2
Success 84.7 96.2 89.6 77.8 77.3 85.3
Status 77.0 84.0 84.1 73.1 69.3 76.4
Social Integration 88.7 95.6 89.9 85.2 86.2 87.5
Negative Affect 17.7 6.5 16.2 21.0 22.7 20.4

Comparison of Years 7 to Year 11

Average percentage agreement values shown above indicate the attitude of students according
to each year level. Year 7 students most favourable views on General Satisfaction, Teachers,
Relevance, Success and Social Integration. Year 8 students scored highest on items about
Status. Also Year 7 recorded the least favourable views on items about Negative Affect. In
contrast, the three higher year level groups recorded more favourable view on items about
Negative Affect.

Students’ Views on Aspects of School Life — Students at Sample
College

100

mALL

W Year?
W Year8
HYear9

mYearlO

Average Percentage Agreement

mYearll

General  Teachers Relevance Success Status Social Negative
Satisfaction Integration  Affect

Figure 1: School Life Indicators for All, Years 7 to 11 students (Summary Scores)
DIFFERENCES IN SCHOOL LIFE RESPONSES BETWEEN BOYS AND GIRLS

One of the more consistent findings from surveys of the ACER School Life Questionnaire is
that girls record more favourable views of school life than do boys. This pattern is not evident
in this survey data for the Sample School. Table 3 shows that girls recorded more favourable
views on items about Teachers, Success and Social Integration and boys recorded more
favourable views about General Satisfaction, Relevance and Status. Girls revealed more
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Table A3: ITEM RESPONSES FOR YEAR 8 STUDENTS

Percentage
Definitely Mostly Mostly Definitely Percentage agreement
YEAR 8 STUDENTS disagree disagree agree  agree  agreement (Nationwide)
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO2 | feel ...... 0.0 8.3 59.7 31.9 91.6 82.3
SLO8 I like .... 0.0 15.5 60.6 23.9 84.5 69.1
SLO9 I get ..... 1.4 19.4 58.3 20.8 79.1 67.9
SL31 | really like.... 7.0 29.6 53.5 9.9 63.4 53.0
SL39 | find that.... 5.6 33.3 48.6 12.5 61.1 52.8
75.9 65.0
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO01 teachers ..... 0.0 8.3 72.2 19.4 91.6 80.3
SL12 teacher give.... 1.4 18.6 47.1 32.9 80.0 75.6
SL16 teachers take .... 2.8 28.2 52.1 16.9 69.0 62.0
SL23 teachers help .... 14 25.0 58.3 15.3 73.6 72.4
SL29 teachers are .... 4.2 16.7 68.1 111 79.2 66.5
SL40 teachers listen .... 9.7 13.9 55.6 20.8 76.4 65.6
78.3 70.4
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO3 the things I .... 0.0 4.2 59.7 36.1 95.8 86.9
SL13 acquired ..... 0.0 125 50.0 37.5 87.5 84.9
SL20 things | learn .... 0.0 9.9 56.3 33.8 90.1 84.9
SL25 ...do work .... 11.1 25.0 48.6 15.3 63.9 59.7
SL27 things | am taught .... 0.0 12.7 67.6 19.7 87.3 7.7
SL34 the work I do'is .... 0.0 9.7 58.3 31.9 90.2 81.0
85.8 79.2
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 0.0 4.2 59.7 36.1 95.8 77.5
SL14 | always ... 1.4 6.9 51.4 40.3 91.7 82.5
SL22 | know ... 1.4 9.7 61.1 27.8 88.9 82.3
SL26 | know I .... 0.0 11.1 38.9 50.0 88.9 88.8
SL30lama.... 1.4 16.7 58.3 23.6 81.9 78.9
SL37 | have .... 0.0 9.9 45.1 45.1 90.2 80.3
89.6 81.7
STATUS ITEMS
SL04 people .... 2.8 16.9 73.2 7.0 80.2 57.4
SL15 other people .... 0.0 16.7 70.8 12.5 83.3 71.0
SL17 | am treated .... 1.4 4.2 72.2 22.2 94.4 78.1
SL21 | know .... 0.0 17.4 71.0 11.6 82.6 62.2
SL28 | feel ... 1.4 20.8 63.9 13.9 77.8 66.4
SL35 | feel .... 1.4 12.5 59.7 26.4 86.1 79.0
84.1 69.0
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SL06 | feel .... 1.4 8.5 53.5 36.6 90.1 84.5
SL10 other .... 0.0 4.2 69.0 26.8 95.8 79.2
SL18 ...helps me .... 5.6 23.9 53.5 16.9 70.4 74.6
SL32 I learnto .... 0.0 1.4 56.3 42.3 98.6 86.4
SL.36 other students .... 1.4 111 61.1 26.4 87.5 82.0
SL38 1 geton .... 14 14 44.4 52.8 97.2 87.5
89.9 82.4
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 63.9 25.0 9.7 1.4 11.1 17.9
SL11 | feel .... 29.6 52.1 16.9 1.4 18.3 30.6
SL19 | feel .... 59.7 319 8.3 0.0 8.3 12.8
SL24 | get .... 37.5 40.3 19.4 2.8 22.2 22.8
SL33 | feel .... 39.4 39.4 19.7 1.4 21.1 18.7

16.2 20.6
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Table A4: ITEM RESPONSES FOR YEAR 9 STUDENTS

Percentage
Definitely Mostly Mostly Definitely Percentage agreement
YEAR 8 STUDENTS disagree disagree agree  agree  agreement (Nationwide)
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO02 | feel ...... 1 9 62 28 90.1 82.8
SLO08 I like .... 8 30 41 22 62.8 68.9
SLO9 I get..... 6 24 46 25 70.4 65.3
SL31 I really like.... 15 32 37 17 53.2 51.5
SL39 | find that.... 14 38 35 14 48.8 50.1
65.1 63.7
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO1 teachers ..... 3 15 65 17 82.7 82.5
SL12 teacher give.... 9 15 61 16 76.5 74.3
SL16 teachers take .... 7 31 49 13 62.2 62.2
SL23 teachers help .... 7 24 49 20 68.3 72.7
SL29 teachers are .... 10 24 54 13 66.3 63.6
SL40 teachers listen .... 10 22 52 16 67.9 64.4
70.7 70.0
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SL03 the things | .... 1 12 66 21 86.6 85.4
SL13 acquired ..... 5 7 50 38 87.8 84.5
SL20 things | learn .... 2 16 54 28 81.7 83.3
SL25 ...dowork .... 6 32 44 18 62.0 61.1
SL27 things | am taught .... 8 18 61 14 74.7 74.6
SL34 the work I do'is .... 5 22 54 19 72.8 77.7
77.6 77.8
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 3 20 59 19 77.8 74.6
SL14 | always ... 5 17 42 36 77.8 80.3
SL22 | know ... 4 24 51 22 72.8 78.5
SL26 | know I .... 4 14 38 44 82.7 87.8
SL30lama.... 3 25 51 22 72.8 75.9
SL37 I have .... 5 12 59 24 82.9 78.7
77.8 79.3
STATUS ITEMS
SL04 people .... 3 33 53 11 64.2 58.7
SL15 other people .... 2 15 66 17 83.0 68.9
SL17 | am treated .... 0 19 51 31 81.5 76.4
SL21 | know .... 3 30 47 20 67.1 61.3
SL28 | feel ... 3 39 41 18 58.8 64.0
SL35 | feel .... 1 15 52 32 84.0 77.4
73.1 67.8
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SL06 | feel .... 5 9 49 38 86.6 80.8
SL10 other .... 6 12 62 20 81.7 76.9
SL18 ...helps me .... 9 12 59 21 79.2 73.5
SL32 I learnto .... 3 12 48 37 85.1 86.2
SL.36 other students .... 3 13 53 32 84.8 80.8
SL38 1 geton .... 1 5 51 43 93.8 88.4
85.2 81.1
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 55 32 9 5 134 19.3
SL11 1 feel .... 18 52 24 5 29.3 37.2
SL19 | feel .... 65 23 9 4 12.2 14.2
SL24 | get .... 31 42 23 5 28.1 24.3
SL33 | feel .... 42 37 18 4 22.0 20.5

21.0 23.1
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Table A5: ITEM RESPONSES FOR YEAR 10 STUDENTS

Percentage
Definitely Mostly Mostly Definitely Percentage agreement
YEAR 8 STUDENTS disagree disagree agree  agree  agreement (Nationwide)
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO02 | feel ...... 4 8 55 33 88.4 82.5
SLO08 I like .... 3 26 51 21 714 71.1
SLO9 I get..... 4 27 55 14 69.2 66.6
SL31 I really like.... 13 30 45 13 57.7 51.7
SL39 | find that.... 9 35 47 9 56.4 53.1
68.6 65.0
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO1 teachers ..... 4 10 60 26 85.7 83.2
SL12 teacher give.... 4 11 66 20 85.5 75.5
SL16 teachers take .... 3 25 57 16 72.4 64.4
SL23 teachers help .... 0 24 59 17 76.3 70.6
SL29 teachers are .... 4 18 66 12 77.9 68.5
SL40 teachers listen .... 7 17 58 18 76.3 68.5
79.0 71.8
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SL03 the things | .... 1 11 67 21 88.2 82.8
SL13 acquired ..... 0 12 62 26 88.1 82.5
SL20 things | learn .... 1 20 59 20 78.7 80.2
SL25 ...dowork .... 1 29 50 20 69.7 61.7
SL27 things | am taught .... 0 24 58 18 76.3 73.8
SL34 the work I do'is .... 0 17 66 17 83.1 77.1
80.7 76.4
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 4 23 56 17 73.1 70.5
SL14 | always ... 0 21 55 25 79.2 81.4
SL22 | know ... 1 28 57 13 70.6 76.5
SL26 | know I .... 0 11 58 32 89.5 87.5
SL30lama.... 4 25 58 13 71.1 73.3
SL37 I have .... 1 18 51 29 80.2 744
77.3 77.3
STATUS ITEMS
SL04 people .... 7 31 56 7 62.7 59.9
SL15 other people .... 1 25 66 8 73.7 70.0
SL17 | am treated .... 3 9 74 14 88.3 81.1
SL21 | know .... 4 36 57 4 60.5 61.0
SL28 | feel ... 7 36 47 11 57.9 64.3
SL35 | feel .... 1 26 55 18 72.7 75.4
69.3 68.6
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SL06 | feel .... 1 16 62 21 83.1 81.5
SL10 other .... 1 12 61 26 87.0 79.9
SL18 ...helps me .... 1 21 58 20 77.9 73.7
SL32 I learnto .... 1 6 64 28 92.3 86.8
SL.36 other students .... 3 8 64 26 89.6 82.3
SL38 1 geton .... 1 12 55 32 87.2 88.8
86.2 82.2
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 49 34 15 3 17.1 17.2
SL11 1 feel .... 12 53 30 5 35.1 39.9
SL19 | feel .... 47 42 9 3 11.7 14.6
SL24 1 get .... 34 48 17 1 18.2 23.3
SL33 | feel .... 14 55 22 9 31.2 25.9
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GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS 22.7 24.2

Table A6: ITEM RESPONSES FOR YEAR 11 STUDENTS

Percentage
Definitely Mostly Mostly Definitely Percentage agreement
YEAR 8 STUDENTS disagree disagree agree  agree  agreement (Nationwide)
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO2 | feel ...... 0.0 12.5 54.7 32.8 87.5 84.0
SLO8 I like .... 0.0 10.9 64.1 25.0 89.1 78.1
SLO9 I get ..... 0.0 25.0 59.4 15.6 75.0 69.9
SL31 | really like.... 3.2 28.6 60.3 7.9 68.2 56.6
SL39 | find that.... 3.2 22.2 60.3 14.3 74.6 59.5
78.9 69.6
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO1 teachers ..... 0.0 10.9 60.9 28.1 89.0 86.8
SL12 teacher give.... 3.2 7.9 58.7 30.2 88.9 77.1
SL16 teachers take .... 3.1 21.9 54.7 20.3 75.0 70.1
SL23 teachers help ... 3.2 14.3 58.7 23.8 82.5 76.8
SL29 teachers are .... 3.2 12.7 63.5 20.6 84.1 74.5
SL40 teachers listen .... 4.9 14.8 60.7 19.7 80.4 75.9
83.3 76.9
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO03 the things | .... 0.0 7.8 59.4 32.8 92.2 87.7
SL13 acquired ..... 1.6 9.4 62.5 26.6 89.1 84.1
SL20 things I learn .... 0.0 20.3 57.8 21.9 79.7 80.9
SL25 ...do work .... 4.7 29.7 48.4 17.2 65.6 68.8
SL27 things | am taught .... 0.0 22.2 49.2 28.6 77.8 78.6
SL34 thework I dois .... 0.0 23.4 57.8 18.8 76.6 79.1
80.2 79.9
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 0.0 14.1 67.2 18.8 86.0 74.5
SL14 | always ... 0.0 18.8 62.5 18.8 81.3 82.2
SL22 | know ... 4.7 94 75.0 10.9 85.9 76.2
SL26 I know I .... 0.0 9.5 50.8 39.7 90.5 88.8
SL30lama.... 3.2 14.5 61.3 21.0 82.3 76.4
SL37 I have .... 0.0 14.3 54.0 31.7 85.7 76.5
85.3 79.1
STATUS ITEMS
SLO04 people .... 0.0 333 58.7 7.9 66.6 63.9
SL15 other people .... 0.0 17.2 71.9 10.9 82.8 71.3
SL17 | am treated .... 1.6 9.4 59.4 29.7 89.1 84.7
SL21 I know .... 3.3 27.9 62.3 6.6 68.9 62.1
SL28 | feel ... 3.2 25.4 54.0 17.5 715 68.0
SL35 | feel .... 4.8 15.9 54.0 25.4 79.4 76.0
76.4 71.0
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SLO6 | feel .... 1.6 17.2 56.3 25.0 81.3 84.1
SL10 other .... 0.0 15.9 55.6 28.6 84.2 80.9
SL18 ...helps me .... 1.6 20.3 51.6 26.6 78.2 76.5
SL32 | learnto .... 0.0 6.3 57.8 35.9 93.7 86.9
SL36 other students .... 1.6 4.8 63.5 30.2 93.7 84.7
SL38 1 geton .... 0.0 6.3 50.0 43.8 93.8 91.4
87.5 84.1
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 56.3 32.8 10.9 0.0 10.9 18.6
SL11 | feel .... 20.6 44.4 30.2 4.8 35.0 39.1
SL19 | feel .... 46.0 44.4 6.3 3.2 9.5 13.0
SL24 | get .... 27.4 50.0 194 3.2 22.6 24.8
SL33 | feel .... 20.6 55.6 15.9 7.9 23.8 27.9

20.4 24.7
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Table A7: ITEM RESPONSES FOR FEMALE STUDENTS

Percentage
Definitely Mostly Mostly Definitely Percentage agreement
ALL FEMALE STUDENTS disagree disagree agree  agree agreement (Nationwide)
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO2 | feel ...... 1.1 7.5 54.2 37.2 91.4 90.7
SLO8 I like .... 2.3 18.3 53.2 26.2 79.4 81.5
SLO9 | get ..... 2.5 20.3 51.9 25.3 77.2 75.1
SL31 | really like.... 8.1 26.4 49.4 16.0 65.4 63.2
SL39 | find that.... 7.0 29.1 48.3 15.6 63.9 67.8
75.5 75.7
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO01 teachers ..... 1.4 9.5 61.8 27.3 89.1 94.3
SL12 teacher give.... 3.7 12.5 57.5 26.3 83.8 87.2
SL16 teachers take .... 3.4 24.6 53.1 19.0 72.1 81.9
SL23 teachers help .... 25 18.7 53.4 25.4 78.8 87.3
SL29 teachers are .... 4.5 15.7 60.4 194 79.8 86.1
SL40 teachers listen .... 6.5 14.9 55.2 23.4 78.6 85.8
80.4 87.1
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO3 the things | .... 0.6 7.2 60.2 32.0 92.2 91.4
SL13 acquired ..... 1.4 8.6 52.1 37.9 90.0 86.4
SL20 things | learn .... 0.8 14.0 53.2 31.9 85.1 84.7
SL25 ...do work .... 5.1 25.8 49.2 19.9 69.1 75.2
SL27 things | am taught .... 2.0 16.4 58.5 23.2 81.7 83.0
SL34thework I dois .... 14 14.8 56.8 27.0 83.8 82.5
83.7 83.9
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 1.4 13.1 58.5 27.0 85.5 77.9
SL14 | always ... 1.7 14.2 51.8 323 84.1 87.0
SL22 | know ... 2.2 15.7 58.8 23.2 82.0 81.1
SL26 I know I .... 0.8 9.5 43.1 46.5 89.6 91.3
SL30lama.... 2.2 18.3 54.8 24.7 79.5 80.0
SL37 | have .... 1.4 11.2 49.9 37.5 87.4 82.0
84.7 83.2
STATUS ITEMS
SLO04 people .... 2.8 26.6 61.6 9.0 70.6 66.5
SL15 other people .... 0.8 18.4 66.3 14.5 80.8 76.7
SL17 | am treated .... 1.1 10.3 60.4 28.1 88.5 89.0
SL21 | know .... 2.3 26.9 58.7 12.0 70.7 67.0
SL28 | feel ... 3.1 27.6 51.5 17.7 69.2 73.7
SL35 | feel .... 2.0 15.9 52.2 29.9 82.1 78.5
77.0 75.2
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SLO6 | feel .... 2.2 10.1 54.9 32.8 87.7 88.3
SL10 other .... 1.7 9.8 59.8 28.8 88.6 87.1
SL18 ...helps me .... 4.2 16.7 54.9 24.2 79.1 80.4
SL32 1 learnto .... 0.8 5.8 51.3 421 934 92.3
SL.36 other students .... 2.0 9.0 56.1 33.0 89.1 89.0
SL38 1 geton .... 0.8 5.0 474 46.8 94.2 94.5
88.7 88.6
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 59.8 27.9 10.3 2.0 12.3 16.6
SL11 | feel .... 24.2 50.0 22.2 3.7 25.9 38.0
SL19 | feel .... 59.8 30.7 7.5 2.0 9.5 12.1
SL24 | get .... 37.2 42.7 17.3 2.8 20.1 28.2
SL33 | feel .... 34.9 44.4 15.9 4.7 20.6 33.9

17.7 25.8
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APPENDIX B
Table B1: ITEM RESPONSES FOR Y9 STUDENTS IN 2006 and 2007
Y9 2006 Y9 2007
Mostly  Def. %  Mostly Def. % Diff. in

ALL FEMALE STUDENTS agree agree agree agree agree agree % agree
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO02 | feel ...... 51.4 31.4 82.8 617 28.4 90.1 7.3
SLO08 I like .... 61.4 8.6 70.0 41.0 21.8 62.8 -7.2
SL09 I get ..... 64.3 5.7 70.0 457 247 70.4 0.4
SL31 I really like.... 51.4 5.7 571  36.7 16.5 53.2 -3.9
SL39 | find that.... 51.4 4.3 55.7 350 13.8 48.8 -6.9

67.1 65.1 2.1
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO1 teachers ..... 72.9 22.9 95.8 65.4 17.3 82.7 -13.1
SL12 teacher give.... 72.9 10.0 829 605 16.0 76.5 -6.4
SL16 teachers take .... 58.6 15.7 743  48.8 13.4 62.2 -12.1
SL23 teachers help .... 64.7 10.3 75.0 4838 19.5 68.3 -6.7
SL29 teachers are .... 57.1 11.4 685 53.8 12.5 66.3 -2.2
SL40 teachers listen .... 52.9 14.3 67.2 519 16.0 67.9 0.7

77.3 70.7 -6.6
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO03 the things I .... 55.7 14.3 70.0 659 20.7 86.6 16.6
SL13 acquired ..... 51.4 20.0 714  50.0 37.8 87.8 16.4
SL20 things | learn .... 60.0 17.1 77.1 537 28.0 81.7 4.6
SL25 ...do work .... 49.3 9.0 58.3 44.3 17.7 62.0 3.7
SL27 things | am taught .... 55.7 10.0 65.7 60.8 13.9 74.7 9.0
SL34 thework I dois .... 55.9 10.3 66.2 54.3 18.5 72.8 6.6

68.1 77.6 9.5
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 60.9 8.7 69.6 59.3 18.5 77.8 8.2
SL14 | always ... 63.8 24.6 88.4 420 35.8 77.8 -10.6
SL22 | know ... 65.7 8.6 743 506 22.2 72.8 -1.5
SL26 I know I .... 65.7 24.3 90.0 38.3 44.4 82.7 -7.3
SL30lama.... 55.7 18.6 743 50.6 22.2 72.8 -1.5
SL37 I have .... 61.4 20.0 81.4 585 24.4 82.9 15

79.7 77.8 -1.9
STATUS ITEMS
SL04 people .... 52.9 14.7 67.6 53.1 111 64.2 -3.4
SL15 other people .... 64.3 14.3 78.6 659 17.1 83.0 4.4
SL17 | am treated .... 62.9 24.3 87.2 50.6 30.9 81.5 -5.7
SL21 | know .... 46.4 10.1 56.5 46.8 20.3 67.1 10.6
SL28 | feel ... 50.0 14.3 64.3 413 175 58.8 -55
SL35 | feel .... 50.7 18.8 69.5 519 321 84.0 145

70.6 73.1 25
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SLO6 | feel .... 60.3 27.9 88.2 4838 37.8 86.6 -1.6
SL10 other .... 62.3 24.6 86.9 622 195 81.7 -5.2
SL18 ...helps me .... 54.3 22.9 772 585 20.7 79.2 2.0
SL32 1 learnto .... 65.7 25.7 91.4 481 37.0 85.1 -6.3
SL36 other students .... 57.1 28.6 85.7 532 31.6 84.8 -0.9
SL38 1 geton .... 42.0 52.2 942 50.6 43.2 93.8 -0.4

87.3 85.2 2.1
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 8.7 2.9 11.6 8.5 4.9 13.4 1.8
SL11 | feel .... 29.0 4.3 333 244 4.9 29.3 -4.0
SL19 | feel .... 8.8 4.4 13.2 8.5 3.7 12.2 -1.0
SL24 | get .... 13.2 4.4 176  23.2 4.9 28.1 10.5
SL33 | feel .... 11.8 7.4 19.2 183 3.7 22.0 2.8

19.0 21.0 2.0
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Table B2: ITEM RESPONSES FOR Y10 STUDENTS IN 2006 and 2007

Y10 2006 Y10 2007
Mostly  Def. %  Mostly Def. % Diff. in

ALL FEMALE STUDENTS agree agree agree agree agree agree % agree
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO2 | feel ...... 64.6 22.8 874 551 333 884 1.0
SLO8 | like .... 60.8 19.0 79.8 506 208 714 -8.4
SLO9 | get ..... 58.2 15.2 73.4 551 141 692 -4.2
SL31 | really like.... 40.5 10.1 50.6 44.9 128 577 7.1
SL39 | find that.... 46.8 11.4 582 474 9.0 56.4 -1.8

69.9 68.6 -1.3
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO1 teachers ..... 68.4 22.8 91.2 597 26.0 85.7 -5.5
SL12 teacher give.... 62.0 12.7 74.7  65.8 19.7 855 10.8
SL16 teachers take .... 55.7 8.9 64.6 56.6 15.8 72.4 7.8
SL23 teachers help .... 53.2 8.9 62.1 59.2 17.1 76.3 14.2
SL29 teachers are .... 60.8 10.1 709 66.2 11.7 77.9 7.0
SL40 teachers listen .... 64.1 5.1 69.2 579 18.4 76.3 7.1

72.1 79.0 6.9
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO3 the things I .... 72.2 15.2 874 671 211 882 0.8
SL13 acquired ..... 61.5 20.5 820 618 263 881 6.1
SL20 things | learn .... 60.8 13.9 747  58.7 20.0 78.7 4.0
SL25 ...do work .... 41.8 7.6 494 500 19.7  69.7 20.3
SL27 things | am taught .... 57.0 7.6 64.6 579 184  76.3 11.7
SL34 thework I dois .... 59.0 9.0 68.0 66.2 169 831 15.1

71.0 80.7 9.7
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 62.0 17.7 79.7 564 167 731 -6.6
SL14 | always ... 69.6 22.8 924 545 247 792 -13.2
SL22 | know ... 61.0 7.8 68.8 573 133 706 1.8
SL26 | know I .... 62.8 24.4 872 579 316 895 2.3
SL30lama.... 58.2 8.9 67.1 579 132 711 4.0
SL37 | have .... 58.2 20.3 785 513 289 802 1.7

79.0 77.3 -1.7
STATUS ITEMS
SL04 people .... 49.4 9.1 585 56.0 6.7 62.7 4.2
SL15 other people .... 71.4 3.9 75.3 65.8 7.9 73.7 -1.6
SL17 | am treated .... 70.5 24.4 949 740 143 883 -6.6
SL21 | know .... 52.6 9.0 616 56.6 3.9 60.5 -1.1
SL28 | feel ... 49.4 10.1 595 474 105 579 -1.6
SL35 | feel .... 56.4 11.5 67.9 545 182 727 4.8

69.6 69.3 -0.3
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SLO06 | feel .... 57.1 29.9 870 623 208 831 -3.9
SL10 other .... 68.4 26.6 950 610 260 87.0 -8.0
SL18 ...helpsme .... 59.5 16.5 76.0 584 19.5 77.9 1.9
SL32 1 learnto .... 61.5 26.9 884 641 282 923 3.9
SL.36 other students .... 68.4 21.5 89.9 636 26.0 89.6 -0.3
SL38 1 geton .... 55.7 38.0 937 551 321 872 -6.5

88.3 86.2 2.1
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 10.3 2.6 129 145 2.6 17.1 4.2
SL11 | feel .... 28.9 10.5 39.4 299 5.2 35.1 -4.3
SL19 | feel .... 10.4 3.9 14.3 9.1 2.6 11.7 -2.6
SL24 1 get .... 18.2 7.8 26.0 16.9 1.3 18.2 -7.8
SL33 | feel .... 18.7 9.3 28.0 221 9.1 31.2 3.2

24.1 22.7 -1.5
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Table B3: ITEM RESPONSES FOR Y9 2006 STUDENTS and Y10 2007 STUDENTS

Y9 2006 Y10 2007
Mostly  Def. %  Mostly Def. % Diff. in

ALL FEMALE STUDENTS agree agree agree agree agree agree % agree
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO2 | feel ...... 51.4 314 828 551 333 884 5.6
SLO8 | like .... 61.4 8.6 700 506 208 714 1.4
SLO9 | get ..... 64.3 5.7 70.0 55.1 141  69.2 -0.8
SL31 | really like.... 51.4 5.7 57.1 449 128  57.7 0.6
SL39 | find that.... 51.4 4.3 557 474 9.0 56.4 0.7

67.1 68.6 15
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO01 teachers ..... 72.9 22.9 95.8 59.7 260 857 -10.1
SL12 teacher give.... 72.9 10.0 829 6538 19.7 85.5 2.6
SL16 teachers take .... 58.6 15.7 74.3 56.6 15.8 72.4 -1.9
SL23 teachers help .... 64.7 10.3 75.0 59.2 171 76.3 1.3
SL29 teachers are .... 57.1 114 68.5 66.2 11.7 77.9 94
SL40 teachers listen .... 52.9 14.3 67.2 579 18.4 76.3 9.1

77.3 79.0 1.7
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO3 the things I .... 55.7 14.3 700 671 211 882 18.2
SL13 acquired ..... 51.4 20.0 714 618 26.3 88.1 16.7
SL20 things | learn .... 60.0 17.1 771 587 20.0 78.7 1.6
SL25 ...do work .... 49.3 9.0 58.3 50.0 19.7  69.7 11.4
SL27 things | am taught .... 55.7 10.0 65.7 579 184  76.3 10.6
SL34 thework I dois .... 55.9 10.3 66.2 66.2 169 831 16.9

68.1 80.7 12.6
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 60.9 8.7 69.6 564 167 731 3.5
SL14 | always ... 63.8 24.6 88.4 545 247 792 -9.2
SL22 | know ... 65.7 8.6 743 573 133 706 -3.7
SL26 | know I .... 65.7 24.3 90.0 579 316 895 -0.5
SL30lama.... 55.7 18.6 743 579 132 711 -3.2
SL37 I have .... 61.4 20.0 814 513 289 802 -1.2

79.7 77.3 -2.4
STATUS ITEMS
SLO04 people .... 52.9 14.7 676 56.0 6.7 62.7 -4.9
SL15 other people .... 64.3 14.3 786 658 7.9 73.7 -4.9
SL17 | am treated .... 62.9 24.3 872 740 143 883 1.1
SL21 | know .... 46.4 10.1 565 56.6 3.9 60.5 4.0
SL28 | feel ... 50.0 14.3 643 474 105 579 -6.4
SL35 | feel .... 50.7 18.8 69.5 545 182 727 3.2

70.6 69.3 -1.3
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SLO06 | feel .... 60.3 27.9 882 623 208 831 -5.1
SL10 other .... 62.3 24.6 869 610 260 87.0 0.1
SL18 ...helps me .... 54.3 22.9 77.2 58.4 19.5 77.9 0.7
SL32 1 learnto .... 65.7 25.7 914 641 282 923 0.9
SL.36 other students .... 57.1 28.6 85.7 63.6 26.0 89.6 3.9
SL38 I geton .... 42.0 52.2 942 551 321 872 -7.0

87.3 86.2 -1.1
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 8.7 2.9 116 145 2.6 17.1 55
SL11 | feel .... 29.0 4.3 33.3 299 5.2 35.1 1.8
SL19 | feel .... 8.8 4.4 13.2 9.1 2.6 11.7 -1.5
SL24 | get .... 13.2 4.4 176 169 1.3 18.2 0.6
SL33 | feel .... 11.8 7.4 19.2 221 9.1 31.2 12.0

19.0 22.7 3.7
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Table B4: ITEM RESPONSES FOR Y10 2006 STUDENTS and Y11 2007 STUDENTS

Y10 2006 Y11 2007
Mostly  Def. %  Mostly Def. % Diff. in

ALL FEMALE STUDENTS agree agree agree agree agree agree % agree
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO2 | feel ...... 64.6 22.8 874 547 328 875 0.1
SLO8 | like .... 60.8 19.0 798 641 250 891 9.3
SLO9 | get ..... 58.2 15.2 734 594 156 750 1.6
SL31 | really like.... 40.5 10.1 50.6 60.3 7.9 68.2 17.6
SL39 | find that.... 46.8 11.4 58.2 60.3 143 746 16.4

69.9 78.9 9.0
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO01 teachers ..... 68.4 22.8 91.2 609 28.1  89.0 -2.2
SL12 teacher give.... 62.0 12.7 747 587 302 889 14.2
SL16 teachers take .... 55.7 8.9 64.6 54.7 20.3 75.0 10.4
SL23 teachers help .... 53.2 8.9 62.1 58.7 23.8 825 20.4
SL29 teachers are .... 60.8 10.1 709 635 20.6 84.1 13.2
SL40 teachers listen .... 64.1 5.1 69.2 60.7 19.7 80.4 11.2

72.1 83.3 11.2
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO3 the things I .... 72.2 15.2 874 594 328 922 4.8
SL13 acquired ..... 61.5 20.5 82.0 625 26.6 89.1 7.1
SL20 things | learn .... 60.8 13.9 747 578 21.9 79.7 5.0
SL25 ...dowork .... 41.8 7.6 494 484 172 656 16.2
SL27 things | am taught .... 57.0 7.6 64.6  49.2 28.6 77.8 13.2
SL34 thework I dois .... 59.0 9.0 68.0 578 188 76.6 8.6

71.0 80.2 9.2
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 62.0 17.7 79.7 672 18.8  86.0 6.3
SL14 | always ... 69.6 22.8 924 625 188 813 -11.1
SL22 | know ... 61.0 7.8 68.8 75.0 109 859 17.1
SL26 | know I .... 62.8 24.4 872 508 397 905 3.3
SL30lama.... 58.2 8.9 671 613 210 823 15.2
SL37 | have .... 58.2 20.3 785 540 317 857 7.2

79.0 85.3 6.3
STATUS ITEMS
SLO04 people .... 49.4 9.1 585 58.7 7.9 66.6 8.1
SL15 other people .... 71.4 3.9 753 719 109 828 7.5
SL17 | am treated .... 70.5 24.4 949 594 297 89.1 -5.8
SL21 | know .... 52.6 9.0 616 623 6.6 68.9 7.3
SL28 | feel ... 49.4 10.1 59.5 540 175 715 12.0
SL35 | feel .... 56.4 11.5 679 540 254 794 115

69.6 76.4 6.8
SOCIAL INTEGRATION ITEMS
SLO06 | feel .... 57.1 29.9 870 563 250 813 -5.7
SL10 other .... 68.4 26.6 950 556 286 84.2 -10.8
SL18 ...helps me .... 59.5 16.5 760 516 266 782 2.2
SL32 1 learnto .... 61.5 26.9 884 578 359 937 5.3
SL.36 other students .... 68.4 21.5 89.9 635 30.2 93.7 3.8
SL38 1 geton .... 55.7 38.0 93.7 500 438 938 0.1

88.3 87.5 -0.8
NEGATIVE AFFECT ITEMS
SLO5 | feel ... 10.3 2.6 129 109 0.0 10.9 -2.0
SL11 | feel .... 28.9 10.5 39.4 30.2 4.8 35.0 -4.4
SL19 | feel .... 10.4 3.9 14.3 6.3 3.2 9.5 -4.8
SL24 | get .... 18.2 7.8 260 194 3.2 22.6 -34
SL33 | feel .... 18.7 9.3 28.0 159 7.9 23.8 -4.2

24.1 20.4 -3.8
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APPENDIX C
Comparison with national sample YEAR 9

Table C1 provides a comparison between the responses of Sample College Year 7 to Year 11
students and a national sample of Year 9 students (approximately 13,000) that formed part of the
Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth (LSAY).

The table shows:

On General Satisfaction with school life — Overall Sample College students at all year levels
responded more favourably overall on general satisfaction than those in the Year 9 national
sample. The only exception is the item “I like learning” where the Y9 group recorded a %
agreement lower than the national sample.

On the Teacher items — Sample College students responded more favourably overall than
students in the Year 9 national sample. In particular, on the item “Teachers take a personal
interest”, the % agreement is more than 20% or more higher than the national sample at some
year levels. The Year 9 group recorded lower % agreement than the national sample on items
like “Teachers give me the marks | deserve” and “teachers are fair and just”

On the Relevance items — On the whole, Sample College students’ scores were also higher than
the national sample. At some year levels and for some items, the % agreement is lower than that
of the national sample., e.g. on the item “the work is a good preparation for the future” the %s
agreement from Y9 and Y11 are less than that of the national sample.

On the Success items — Sample College students’ overall scores were also higher than the
national sample. Item “l know how to cope with the work”, and “I can do well enough to be
successful” are exceptions at some year levels.
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Table C1: AGREEMENT ON ITEMS: Years 7 to 11 students from Sample College and
Year 9 LSAY
Percentage Agreement
(Combines Definitely Agree and Mostly Agree)
Yr7 Yr8 Yr9 Yr 10 Yr 1l Yr9
LSAY *
GENERAL SATISFACTION ITEMS
SLO2 | feel ...... 100.0 91.6 90.1 88.4 87.5 -
SLO8 I like .... 93.8 84.5 62.8 71.4 89.1 73
SLO9 | get ..... 95.3 79.1 70.4 69.2 75.0 54
SL31 I really like.... 89.2 63.4 53.2 57.7 68.2 35
SL39 I find that.... 84.6 61.1 48.8 56.4 74.6 43
92.6 75.9 65.1 68.6 78.9 52
TEACHERS ITEMS
SLO1 teachers ..... 98.4 91.6 82.7 85.7 89.0 72
SL12 teacher give.... 90.5 80.0 76.5 85.5 88.9 79
SL16 teachers take .... 84.6 69.0 62.2 72.4 75.0 45
SL23 teachers help .... 96.9 73.6 68.3 76.3 82.5 71
SL29 teachers are .... 95.3 79.2 66.3 77.9 84.1 64
SL40 teachers listen .... 95.4 76.4 67.9 76.3 80.4 65
93.5 78.3 70.7 79.0 83.3 68
RELEVANCE ITEMS
SLO03 the things I .... 100.0 95.8 86.6 88.2 92.2 87
SL13 acquired ..... 98.5 87.5 87.8 88.1 89.1 84
SL20 things I learn .... 97.0 90.1 81.7 78.7 79.7 86
SL25 ...do work .... 86.2 63.9 62.0 69.7 65.6 63
SL27 things | am taught .... 93.9 87.3 74.7 76.3 77.8 78
SL34thework I dois .... 98.5 90.2 72.8 83.1 76.6 83
95.7 85.8 77.6 80.7 80.2 84
SUCCESS ITEMS
SLO7 I really ..... 98.4 95.8 77.8 73.1 86.0 -
SL14 | always ... 92.3 91.7 77.8 79.2 81.3 75
SL22 | know ... 95.4 88.9 72.8 70.6 85.9 85
SL26 I know I .... 98.4 88.9 82.7 89.5 90.5 90
SL30lama.... 92.4 81.9 72.8 71.1 82.3 79
SL37 I have .... 100.0 90.2 82.9 80.2 85.7 78
96.2 89.6 77.8 77.3 85.3 82

*

Comparisons are possible for only some of the items of the School Life Questionnaire,

because a short form of the Questionnaire was used in the LSAY survey.




